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WHY?

To Ensure compliance with FAR 
Part 139
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4 Types of Inspections

• Initial
• Periodic
• Surveillance
• Airport Master Record
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Initial Inspection

• Conducted prior to issuance of an 
Airport Operating Certificate

• Ensures compliance with Part 139

• Verifies the contents of the Airport 
Certification Manual
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Periodic Inspection

• Verifies continued compliance with 
Part 139

• Typically:
– Class I = 9-15 month cycle
– Class II or III = 18 month cycle
– Class IV = 24 month cycle
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Surveillance Inspection

• May be Announced or Unannounced
– In response to a complaint

– Matter of convenience (ACSI happens to be 
in the area)

– To validate ARFF Index

– Surface incidents or vehicle/pedestrian 
deviations

– Recent management/ ownership change
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Airport Master Record Inspection

• Conducted by Certification Inspector 
at each periodic inspection of 
certificated airports

• Conducted by contractor at all other 
airports

• Updates all elements of 5010-1
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8 Phases of an Inspection 
(Initial or Periodic)

• In-Briefing
• Administrative inspection
• Movement area inspection
• ARFF inspection
• Fueling facilities inspection
• Wildlife hazard management inspection
• Night inspection
• Post inspection (exit) briefing
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What are we looking for?
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New Numbers

For the past 12 months:

• Based aircraft

• Air Carrier operations

• Any other changes for the 5010-1
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Individual Training Records
Airport Personnel 139.303

24 months of records 
(recurrent every 12 months)

– Airport familiarization
– Accessing movement/safety areas
– Airport communications
– Duties required under ACM
– Aircraft Rescue Firefighting (if required)
– Hazardous Materials
– Airport Condition Reporting
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Records 

Self-Inspections
• 12 months of self-inspection 

records as required under 139.327
– Should show daily inspections, 

inspections performed as a result of 
unusual conditions, and those 
performed immediately after an 
accident
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Records

Fuel Facilities

• Inspection of the physical fuel 
facilities every 3 months (quarterly) for 
the past 12 months
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Records

Fueling Agents
• 24 months

– Record of fire safety training for at least 1 
supervisor

– Record of OJT fire safety training for all other 
employees

• 12 months
– Written confirmation from each fueling 

agents that training requirements of 139.321 
are being accomplished
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Records

Pedestrians and ground vehicles
24 months

• 139.329 Personnel with access to movement 
and safety areas

• Description and date of training
• Call to Action involved recurrent training
• Recurrent training will be strongly 

recommended in new Advisory Circular
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Records

Accident and Incidents
12 months

• 139.329 
• Description and date of accidents and 

incidents in the movement and safety areas 
involving air carrier aircraft, vehicles, and 
pedestrians
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Records

Airport Condition Reporting
12 months

• 139.339
• A record of Notams issued
• Should show method of tracking status 

(issuance, cancellation)
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Records

• Last Airport Emergency Plan review 
(Tabletop)

• Last full-scale exercise
– Required for Class I or if ACM states 

exercise will be performed 
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Airfield Inspection

Paved Areas
• Lips
• Holes
• Cracks/ surface variations
• Debris/ contaminants
• Removal of chemical solvents
• Drainage/ ponding
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Airfield Inspection

Safety Areas
• Dimensions maintained
• Ruts/ surface variations
• Drainage
• Supports aircraft and equipment
• Objects on frangible mounting
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Airfield Inspections

Markings and Signs
• Correct runway markings

– Configuration B now in effect
• Taxiway centerline and edge markings
• Holding position markings and signs
• ILS critical area markings
• Signs identifying taxi routes
• Information signs
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Airfield Inspection

Markings and Signs

• Enhanced Taxiway Centerline 
Markings required for all certificated 
airports in new Advisory Circular
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Airfield Inspection

Traffic and Wind indicators

• Provided/ lighted

• Segmented circle, landing strip, 
pattern indicators when no ATCT
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Airfield Inspection

Night Inspection
• Runway lighting
• Taxiway lighting
• Signs internally illuminated
• Beacon
• Airport-owned approach lighting
• Obstruction lights
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Airfield Inspection

• 139.311 (d) Markings, signs, 
lighting properly maintained
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ARFF Inspection

Vehicles
• Meets index

– Number of vehicles, extinguishing agents

• Communications
– Aviation radios

• Markings and lighting
– Yellow/green

• Vehicle readiness
– Maintenance, AFFF tests
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ARFF Inspection

Personnel Records (11 Areas)
• Airport familiarization
• Aircraft familiarization
• Emergency communications
• Use of fire hoses, nozzles, turrets
• Application of extinguishing agents
• Emergency aircraft evacuation
• Firefighting operations
• Adapting structural equipment for ARFF
• Aircraft cargo hazards
• Familiarization with duties under AEP
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ARFF Inspection

Personnel

• Properly equipped
• Live fire training (every 12 months)
• Basic emergency medical care
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ARFF Inspection

Response Drill
• 139.319(h)
• 3 minutes for first vehicle
• 4 minutes for all other vehicles
• Midpoint of farthest runway (or 

equivalent distance)
• Often done in conjunction with ATCT 

visit
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Tower Visit

• ACSI may visit with ATCT manager
– RUNWAY TRANSGRESSION PROBLEMS
– MARKING AND SIGNING ACCEPTABLE
– NOTAM PROCEDURES
– RUNWAY CONDITION ASSESSMENT PROCEDURES
– GROUND VEHICLES - PERMISSION BEFORE ENTERING 

TAXIWAYS 
– WILDLIFE HAZARDS
– INADVERTENT ENTRY PROBLEMS 
– MOVEMENT AREA LETTER OF AGREEMENT
– CONDITION AND MAINTENANCE OF RUNWAY & TAXIWAY 

LIGHTING 
– ARFF ALARM AND COMMUNICATION PROCEDURES
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Fueling Agent/Facilities 
Inspection

• Certificate holder must establish 
standards for fuel handling (fire 
safety)
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Fueling Agent/Facilities 
Inspection

• Must address:
– Bonding
– Public protection
– Control of access to storage areas
– Fire safety in storage areas
– Fire safety for mobile fuelers, fuel pits and fueling 

cabinets
– Training of personnel
– Fire code of the public body having jurisdiction
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Fueling Agent/Facilities 
Inspection

Things we see
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Wildlife Hazard Management

139.337 
“Certificate holder must take 

immediate action to alleviate 
wildlife hazards whenever they 
are detected”
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Wildlife Hazard Management

• Wildlife hazard assessment performed 
when:
– Air carrier aircraft experiences multiple 

strikes

– Air carrier experiences substantial damage
– Air carrier experiences engine ingestion
– Wildlife of size and/or numbers is present 

that could cause any of the above
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Wildlife Hazard Management

• Wildlife Hazard Assessment must be 
conducted by a wildlife damage 
management biologist with experience 
with airports, and should include:
– Analysis of the circumstances that prompted the assessment
– Identification of the wildlife species, numbers, location, 

movement
– Identification and location of features that attract wildlife
– Description of wildlife hazards to air carrier operations
– Recommended actions for reducing those hazards
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Wildlife Hazard Management

Advisory Circulars
– 150/5200-32A

• Reporting wildlife aircraft strikes

– 150/5200-33B
• Hazardous wildlife attractants on or near airports

– 150/5200-34A
• Construction/establishment of landfills near 

airports
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Post Inspection (Exit) Briefing

• Tentative time will be set during the 
inspection

• Deficiencies will be presented
• Estimated completion dates will be 

agreed upon
• ACSI will explain what is expected of 

the airport
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“We’re not happy until you’re not 
happy”

The FAA and the airport have 
the same goal

• Feel free to ask the ACSI for 
information and educational materials

• Ask questions if you have confusions 
about regulations


